Abstract
malaria thin smear preparation. We determined that 100% methanol completely inactivated 23 the virus after 15 minutes.
24

Main Body
25
The 2014-2015 West African Ebola outbreak has uncovered knowledge gaps in several areas 26 regarding the safe handling of high containment viruses in clinical environments, such as front-27 line diagnostic laboratories. A specific area of concern is the safe preparation of blood smears 28 for malaria diagnosis. Symptoms of malaria such as fever, headache, nausea, vomiting diarrhea, 29 closely mimic those of early ebola virus disease (EVD) (1,2,3). Additionally, since both circulate 30 in the same geographic area, co-infection is a concern (2) negatively affect the quality of whole blood thin smears or the diagnosis of malaria during the 80 staining procedures for malaria (9, 10, 11, 13, 14 
